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	AP Physics

	Course Information
	

	Course Format
	This course is an in-depth study of Physics.  We will be studying Mechanics (Newton's Laws, energy, momentum, etc.)  You will have seen these concepts before (some of them) but you will now be applying calculus to them and increasing the overall problem complexity.  We will also be using more application experiments to understand the real-world uses of these concepts.  Towards the end of second semester, we will start to review for the AP exam which is given in May.
	

	Cooperative Learning Groups
	You will work in the lab and on assignments in 2-4 person groups.  Members of your group will make oral presentations before the whole class in which you present your ideas and answer questions from your classmates.  The emphasis is on the general understanding of the principles involved and how you solved the problem (showing work) in addition to the correct answer.
	

	Study Skills
	You are expected to bring to class daily your three-ring binder with tab dividers and loose-leaf paper.  You will keep all the materials for a given unit in your Study Skills binder until the unit test.  From time to time, your notebooks will be evaluated.  Also, the notes you take in class will be part of your homework grade.
	

	Calculators
	The majority of the work in this class may be done with inexpensive scientific calculators.  However, for the AP exam and many of the problems, we will see a graphing calculator is recommended.  The Ti series is preferred.
	

	Homework
	The problems assigned as homework in this class are designed to test to see if you really understand the concepts developed in class.  You must write down the given information, the equation that applies to the problem, and do any algebra necessary to solve for the desired variable BEFORE you put any numbers into the equations.  Any problems that do not meet this requirement will result in  0 credit for the assignment.  Test & quiz questions will be similar to the problems you encounter in the homework.  Writing clear solutions with diagrams (rather than just answers) will help you prepare for the tests, and whiteboard presentations.  Homework will be collected as a packet at the start of each unit test.  Late work will be lose 10 points for each day late (assignments worth 40-80 points).  Many of the assignments will be using the University of Texas QUEST system.   You will be given login information in the future.
	

	Quizzes
	Throughout a unit, quizzes will be given at any time to check for your understanding.  In particular, quizzes are given over reading assignments designed to get you prepared to discuss a new topic.  Your reading assignments are shown on the attached sheet for the entire year.  I urge you to read ahead and to re-read troublesome sections.
	

	Tests
	Tests are given at the end of major units.  Students who miss a test due to excused absence have 4 days to make it up.  Make-up tests are only given after school.  Students who have not made up a missed exam by this time will receive a zero for that test after a call home.  Test questions will be pulled from various sources including past AP exams.  The format will be similar to the AP test in that it will include both multiple choice and free response types of problems.
	

	Laboratory Work and Reports
	Laboratory experiments will be performed periodically to explore key concepts.  Unlike your first year physics course, you will be expected to largely design your own experiments.  Equipment will be provided and I will be there to assist if you get stuck.  (Increasingly, the AP exam is including experiment-based questions on the test.)  For each experiment, you will be expected to write a report in a format you will soon receive.  The lab report is to be written in a Quad Ruled composition book.  This will allow the student to have a permanent record of the labs they have done to help obtain college credit.  Since you will be given class time to discuss you findings with your group, you are expected to work together to insure that each member of the group is able to turn in a quality product.  A member who consistently lets his/her partners down may be removed from the group until he/she demonstrates a willingness to do the work.


	

	Grades
	Your % score will be computed based on a weighted average of your scores in the following categories:
	

	 90-100%               A
	Tests & Quizzes      60%
	

	80-89%                  B
	Lab Reports               20%
	

	70-79%                  C
	Homework/notes      15%
	

	60-69%                  D
	Presentations              5%
	

	50-59%                  F
	Due to the high level of difficulty of the tests and quizzes, I may make an adjustment in the test percentage at the end of the quarter.  The scale at left will be used to assign letter grades (I follow normal rules for rounding.)
	

	 
	Semester grades will be computed using 40% quarter 1, 40% quarter 2, and 20% final exam.
	

	AP Exam
	This class follows the AP Physics "C"  mechanics - curriculum as given by the College Board.  Part of the AP program is taking the AP exam in May.  The exam has two parts, Mechanics and Electricity & Magnetism.  You will be taking only the Mechanics part.  A separate score is given for each part.  As a participant in this class and the AP program, you are expected to take the AP exam.  You do not need to have an A in this class to do well on the exam!  Even if you do not score well, many colleges look more favorably on a student who took the course AND the exam rather than on someone who just took the course.  Near the end of each semester, a practice AP exam will be given (for a grade) to help you prepare to take the exam in May.
	

	Extra Help
	If you are having difficulty with anything in this course, please see me as soon as you feel that you have a problem.  We can schedule a time which is convenient for both of us.  I will be available in the morning and after school on most school days.
	

	Tardies/Absences
	The schools policy on tardies will be strictly enforced.  Consequences - 1st tardy - warning, 2nd tardy - warning, 3rd tardy - phone call home, 4th tardy - the student will be referred to the office.  After 9 absences you may be dropped from the class.
	

	Behavior
	Students are expected to follow the guidelines contained within the student handbook at all times.  Additionally, no hats, no cell phones, no sitting on the desks.  NO FOOD OR DRINK is allowed in the classroom (except water).  Cell phones that ring or are used in class will be taken by the teacher and turned into the office for parent collection.  Profanity will not be tolerated.   Consequences -  1st offence - warning to student, 2nd offence - call to parents, 3rd offence - referral to office, additional offences - referral to office.
	

	Conference Period
	Conference period will be on Wednesday (2,4,6) and Thursday (1,3,5) from 9:17 - 9:45.  During this time students are only allowed out of the classroom if they have a pass signed by a teacher or a properly designated colored club pass.  The library is not available during conference.  Students should use this time to study or read. 
	

	Diversity
	All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.  
	

	Grade Access

REMIND
	Parents can access their child’s grades and assignments by going to the school’s website and clicking on Parent Connect.  Students’ information is only accessible by using an individualized password assigned by the school.  Parents may contact office personnel/counselor for their child’s password.  
Please sign up for REMIND to get text and/or Email reminders of assignments.


Text – to: (425)279-7112   message: @49a08


Email to: 49a08@mail.remind.com   message: (can leave blank)
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	If you have any questions or concerns about your child's performance, please feel free to call me at 224-2173.
	

	
	
	

	
	Please sign that you have read and acknowledge the terms of the syllabus..
	

	
	  ______________________                                                              _____________________                                                            
	

	
	                     Student                                                                                                    Parent
	


	
	

	
	Student Information Sheet

	
	

	Name (Print)
	__________________________

	Home Phone #
	__________________________

	Address
	____________________________________

	
	____________________________________

	
	

	Guardian
	__________________________

	Daytime Phone #
	__________________________

	
	

	Guardian
	__________________________

	Daytime Phone #
	__________________________

	
	


Contact Log

	Date
	Reason
	Comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


